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CLAIMED BY CHRIST, GATHERED FOR
WORSHIP, SENT TO SERVE

Pastor's Ponderings
I am sure many of you have this same
experience. When January rolls around you
put up a new calendar and you notice
something strange. 2019? It can’t be 2019!
Isn’t it still (fill in the blank)…
For those who still write checks, the next
weeks and even months will be a constant
struggle of writing the wrong year. You will
have to re-calculate how many years you
have lived in your home, had the car, or have
been married or widowed. Your sports trivia
knowledge will need to be updated with a
new slate of champions.
Even as you struggle to catch up to the date,
there will also be gifts. A new year ahead
offers new possibilities, new resolutions, new
experiences.

I hope that these will grace your year
and I hope that Concordia can help
you in them. If you have not been
part of a bible study or reading group,
or if you have not participated in
worship as an usher or lector, or if
you have not attended a monthly
potluck or an annual meeting, make it
a point to try something new.
You will have explored a new
experience and our community of
faith will be better for it as well! It
will also take the sting away from
that disorienting turn of the calendar
to think that this new year ahead will
be filled with new things to explore.
Peace and Happy New Year!
Pastor Jeff

CLAIMED BY
CHRIST

One Lord, one faith, one
baptism.
(Ephesians 4:5)

GATHERED FOR
WORSHIP

Worship the Lord with
gladness.
(Psalm 100:2)

SENT TO SERVE
"Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these, who are members of my family,
you did it to me." (Matthew 25:40b)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 10 A.M.
Sunday, January 6
Epiphany of Our Lord
First Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Second Lesson: Ephesians 3:1-12
Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
Sunday, January 13
Baptism of Our Lord
First Lesson: Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Second Lesson: Acts 8:14-17
Holy Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Sunday, January 20
Second Sunday after Epiphany
First Lesson: Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Holy Gospel: John 2:1-11

Bible Study
Sandwich & Scripture will tentatively meet on the
following dates at 11:30 am.
Wednesday, January 9
Wednesday, January 23
Joyful Voices Rehearsal 6-7 pm
Wednesday, January 2
Wednesday, January 22

Sunday, January 27
Third Sunday after Epiphany
First Lesson: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Holy Gospel: Luke 4:14-21

Sanctuary Singers Rehearsal:
Wednesday, January 9: Holiday Gathering and
Rehearsal at Kristin & Tracy's house.
Singing: January 13 & 20.

WORSHIP
Following a Star . . . A Season of Discovery

The Twelve Days of Christmas (December 25 – January 5) are followed by the Feast of
Epiphany on January 6. Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of God and revelation of
Christ to the Gentiles, and it is a celebration frequently characterized by some form of
illumination: the glory of God shines; the mystery is made known; the star which served to
point the way; the light that shines through darkness.
Epiphany comes from the Greek epiphaneia meaning appearance, revelation, manifestation.
This festival can be traced to the early third century in the Eastern Church, a combined
celebration of the birth and baptism of Jesus that appears to predate the establishment of
Christmas. During the fourth century the Western Church disassociated the Baptism from
the feast of Epiphany, emphasizing the manifestation of the Good News to Gentiles through
the figure of the Magi. As we gather for worship on January 6, we will remember the journey
of these wise men. The Magi are familiar characters in our holiday scenes, but we know very
little about them. Their story is told only in Matthew, and we do not know how many there
were, where they came from or their names. Because they offered three gifts, tradition has
assumed there were three, and legend has called them Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. We
do know these things: they possessed the ability to read the heavens, they felt compelled to
follow a star, and they traveled a great distance to welcome and pay homage to Jesus. The
first to visit the Christ child they reveal Jesus to the world as Lord and King,
In the season that follows we give thanks for Christ’s revelation to the world and we look to
the mission of the church to the world in light of the Nativity. We’ll celebrate the light of
Christ, and we’ll see how Christ calls us to be light to the world. Our liturgy will include an
Affirmation of Baptism as we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord (1/13). We remember our
baptismal promises on this day: to hear the word of God, to proclaim the good news through
word and deed, to work for justice and peace, and consider how we might be more
intentional about living out these promises. We’ll remember that Christ is light for ALL
people as we celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (1/18 – 1/25).
It is a season of discovery, and the depth of God’s great love is revealed in our readings. The
Magi will discover that revelation in a baby lying in a manger, John will hear it in a voice
from the heavens at Jesus’ baptism, and a wedding party at Cana will experience it in a
special gift of wine.
Signs of hope are everywhere as we begin this journey. The star that called the wise men to
travel such a distance, also calls to us, and invites us to find Christ and the joy that
characterizes the kingdom of God . . . .

PRAY
Let the Prayer Chain members join with you in your
prayers and supplications. They are just a phone call
away. All prayers are confidential and names or details
are not needed. God is aware of all circumstances and
waits to hear from you.
Please contact Reba Almquist at 525-6968.
For hospital or other visitations, please contact the
office at 728-4229.

Matters of Record
In Memoriam

Kali Elaine Almquist/Wayman
December 8, 2018
Janeen Bauer Peters
November 11, 2018

Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things
Whoever has God lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.
--Teresa of Avila
Remember in Your Prayers
Please remember the following people who
have been hospitalized, under a doctor’s care,
those recuperating, or those grieving since our
last newsletter: the family of Janeen Bauer
Peters, Bob Williams, Brian Malley, Pastor Joey
Bailey, the family of Kali Wayman, Alice
Knudson, Beverly Hoppe, Anne Holecek, Matt
Yrnatich, Helene Williams, Patti Pearson, Roger
Thielen, Phillip Hedges, Carrie BirdseyeErickson, Clyde Erickson, Roger Erickson,
Herluf Christensen, and Sunny Polling.

“Help" is a prayer that is always answered. It
doesn't matter how you pray--with your head
bowed in silence, or crying out in grief, or
dancing. Churches are good for prayer, but so
are garages and cars and mountains and
showers and dance floors..”
― Anne Lamott, Plan B: Further Thoughts on
Faith
Prayer and Visitation Ministry
Please remember those in our congregation who are in
nursing homes or are home-bound. Please pray for them
and consider stopping by for a visit. Prayer and
visitation is an important ministry of the congregation.
At Home: Arnie & Irja Pederson
Edgewood Vista: Herluf Christensen
Franciscan Health Center: Alice Knudson
Grand Rapids: Helene Williams
Heritage Haven: Warren Roberts

COUNCIL PAGE
Claimed by Christ, Gathered for Worship, Sent to Serve
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to
us (Romans 12:4-6a)
I give thanks for each and every member and friend of Concordia. Thank you so
much for all the ways in which you have participated in the life of Concordia
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Without each and every one of you we would not
be the church that we are. To be the body of Christ we need all of you. Your
contributions of time, talent, and treasure have brought us through 2018. As we
look to 2019 I am encouraged by the various gifts that each of us has and the
ways in which we use them to serve as God’s people in the world. Our Mission
Statement is Claimed by Christ. Gathered for Worship. Sent to Serve. As a child
of God, I look forward to gathering with you for worship in 2019 and working
with you as a servant of Christ.
Kristin M. Peterson, Council President

November 30, 2018 Financial Report
November, 2018
Income
Expenses
Net

Actual

Budgeted

Year to Date

$11,250.70
$9,649.70
$1,601.63

$14,766.67
$15,108.00
($341.33)

$146,143.27
$151,146.36
($5,003.09)

Our Annual Meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, January 27, 2019.
Please plan to attend.

ENCOURAGE
January Birthdays
1

Rev. Elizabeth Davis

3

Gabrielle Martenson

4

Robert Anderson

5

Martha Martenson

6

Holly Anderson
Makenzie Morse
Lauren Schmidt

13

Denise Fish
Eileen Fish

14

Kyle Holecek
Ava Natale

15

Jessie Kohn

18

Susan Richards

19

Susan Pillsbury

20

Kenneth Hegman
Kelly Roeser

22

Leah Erickson

26

Tori Anderson

28

Nicole Thomas

29

William Bohlman
Katelyn Mayne
Dan Norlien
Paul Norlien

30

Lynn Carlson
Madilyn Roeser

31

William Emery
John Pillsbury

Flower and Sanctuary Candle
Sign-up

A nice way to remember a loved one or celebrate
a special occasion is to have altar flowers or the
sanctuary candle on Sunday morning. The signup sheet is in the Narthex for both. Cost for
flowers is $22 and the candle is $8. Contact the
office with any questions.
Please note that when you have altar flowers for
worship, you may take them home following
worship. The glass vases must stay at church
however.

Equal Exchange Coffee Donations

Equal Exchange coffee donations needed for
church coffee supply. Coffee funds are running
low. Donation envelopes are available in the
narthex information rack. Place an envelope with
any donation amount in the offering plate with
note “Equal Exchange coffee fund.”

LIBRARY PAGE

Undaunted Hope,
By Jody Hedlund
When Tessa Taylor arrives in the Upper
Peninsula town of Eagle Harbor looking
for a fresh start, she is unprepared for
the ruggedness and challenges of
northern Michigan.
Upon arrival, she falls in Lake Superior
in an attempt to get away from the
unwanted attentions of one of the
sailors. After being rescued by a
handsome fisherman named Alex, she
is told by the local storekeeper, in no
uncertain terms, that she's not
welcome as the new schoolteacher
because she's a woman.
With no place to stay she's offered
lodging by the disreputable 'boss' of
the town and once again Alex comes to
her rescue and offers that she can lodge
with a local family.
Once she gets the initial wrinkles
ironed out she discovers that she loves
teaching and even begins offering
evening classes for the adults.
A charming read, full of adventure,
drama, and a beautiful lighthouse.
Given by,
Marsha Pearson

Benefits of Reading
1.) Stories about other people teach us to be
the types of people we want to be.
2.) Reading helps provide the sense of
belonging that all humans need.
3.) Reading bolsters all sorts of social
skills.
4.) Reading is good for our brains and may
even help us live longer.
5.) Getting lost in a a good book provides
the good kind of escape.
Sarah DiGiulio, NBC News

Ministry Partners

Make your donation go further with reusable bags
When you donate to a food drive this holiday season for the
Food Shelf, please consider bringing your food donations in a
reusable shopping bag.
The Food Shelf is excited to partner with the Great Lakes
Aquarium to keep our lakes and land free of plastic, and
together we are offering clients an opportunity to visit the
Aquarium free of charge for utilizing reuseable bags! The
Food Shelf will also be giving away an extra free item to
clients who remember to bring back their bags every time
they shop.
In order to go plastic free at the food shelf, we need 120,000
bags. Thanks to the Aquarium and some CHUM
congregations, we have more than 400 bags to start with!
Just a small step in the right direction!
SONA Families Need Winter Gear
Parents at the Steve O'Neil Apartments need winter gear for
their kids! You can help them stay warm this winter by
donating boots, snowsuits, snowpants, jackets, hats, gloves,
mittens, and scarves. All sizes are welcome, but we have a
particular need for these specifics.
Boots and Shoes
Toddler Boots, Size 4; School-Aged Children's Boots, Sizes 3,
4, and 6; School-Aged Children Tennis Shoes: Size 3, 4, and
6.
Jackets/Snowsuits
We prefer snowsuits for infants and toddlers, and separate
jackets and snowpants for school-aged children.
Infant sizes: 12 months, 18 months, 24 months
Toddler sizes: 2T, 3T, 4T, School-aged children's sizes:
14/16
Hats and Mittens:
All Sizes
Drop your donations off at CHUM, 102 W. 2nd St.,
M-F, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The Duluth Crisis Nursery, a service of
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, assists
more than 250 families annually. We offer
emergency, no-cost, short-term childcare for
children ages 0–12 years of age and provides
families with diapers, clothing, formula, wipes,
and other essential supplies.
The stresses of unexpected emergencies, ongoing
poverty and the cost of providing necessities can
be overwhelming. You can help support families
in our community by donating frequently needed
items to the nursery:
Ongoing Needs
Baby wipes
Disposable diapers
Formula
Gently used clothing, shoes
and outerwear (newborn–size 8)
Toiletries for baby
Frequently Requested Items
Gently used strollers
‘Pack ‘n Play’ type portable cribs
New car seats (we are unable to
accept used car seat
Please drop off donations at:
1 East First Street, Duluth, MN 55802
If you have any other questions please contact:
Jennie Brouse, Duluth Crisis Nursery Specialist
218.302.6879 | Jennie.Brouse@lssmn.org

Ministry Partners
NE MN Synod and ELCA
2019 Bishop's Convocation on Mental Health and Faith
Guest Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Hollie Holt-Woehl, Adjunct Professor, Luther Seminary
Saturday, January 19, 2019 - 1-4 pm
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
418 8th Ave NE, Brainerd, MN
This Convocation is open to all people; you may invite friends who are asking questions about
Faith and Mental Illness.
Please register on the synod website or call the synod office: 218-724-4424
The Rev. Dr. Hollie Holt-Woehl holds a Ph.D. in Pastoral Care and Counseling with particular emphasis on
the congregation. Her dissertation, "Congregations as Trinitarian Communities: Accepting, Welcoming,
and Supporting People with Chronic Mental Illness," explores congregations who have welcomed people
with mental illness into the life of the congregation. She teaches the course “Ministry with Persons with
Mental Illness and Their Families.”
Announcing… the 3rd Annual NE MN Synod EcoFaith Summit…
Creation, Church, and You: Earthkeeping Practically Speaking
Saturday, March 30, 2019
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Brainerd
9 a.m. Registration and Coffee
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Summit
Sponsored by the Leadership Team of the NE MN Synod EcoFaith Network
Caring for creation is important to everything we do as church. The EcoFaith Summit will be a day of
equipping congregations to initiate or enhance creation care teams. Learn how your church can integrate
care of creation throughout all of your congregation’s activities, including worship, education,
congregational life, building and grounds, and community engagement.
The day will include a keynote presentation by Pastor David Carlson, D.Min., practical break-out sessions,
and vibrant earth-honoring worship.
Registration opens February 1, 2019
Full cost: $15 per person, $40 for a congregational group of three or more
Early Bird Special (until March 15) $10 individual, $25 for a congregational group
You are also invited to join the Leadership Team for the evening on Friday, March 29, starting at 6 p.m.
with options for overnight accommodation. More information and details on registration coming your way
in January. Start planning now to bring several members of your congregation to the Summit and share
this announcement with others!

Ministry Partners
NE MN Synod and ELCA
Overwhelmed With Joy, From Bishop Sani Ibrahim Azar
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
From Jerusalem, the Holy City, I wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! Wherever you are
in the world, I pray you are gathering with friends, family, and your church community, to celebrate how
God’s love for us became known through the birth of a baby in a city in Palestine called Bethlehem.
As we gather for our Christmas celebrations here in Jordan and the Holy Land, we are also looking back at
the past year. It has not been an easy year for us. The humanitarian crisis in Gaza continues, as does the
Great March of Return. The United States has cut funding to critical programs for Palestinian refugees, and
the US Embassy has now moved to Jerusalem, causing great concern for the future of a two-state solution to
the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The Jewish Nation- State Law, passed in July by the Israeli Knesset, has alienated
Palestinian Christian and Muslim citizens of Israel, as well as the Bedouin and Druze communities. We have
traveled across this whole year and have arrived at Christmas, and we see that nothing has changed for us.
Nothing is as we had hoped or expected. It can all feel a bit overwhelming.
Do you suppose the Three Wise Men also felt overwhelmed? They must have been weary and frustrated when
they arrived at the palace and didn’t find the king they were looking for. After all, they had traveled a great
distance, with high hopes and great expectations. And where else would one look for a king, other than a
palace?
It was there, kneeling down near the Baby Jesus, that the visitors from afar were indeed overwhelmed. But
they were not overwhelmed with fear, with worry, or with exhaustion from the long journey. They were
overwhelmed with joy!
Today, In the midst of so many difficult situations in our country—and around the world—we are grateful for
the joy of Christmas. Christmas joy is not just about the lights and the trees, the food, and the gifts.
Christmas joy comes from hearing again the Good News that God did not leave the world in darkness, bowed
down under the weight of our sins, but has rescued us through the birth, the teachings, the death and the
resurrection of one very special baby—Jesus, son of Mary and son of God.
As Bishop Peter Chrysologus wrote in the 5th Century: “God saw the world falling to ruin because of fear,
and immediately acted to call it back with love. God invited it by grace, preserved it by love, and embraced it
with compassion.”
For this reason, we are overwhelmed with joy to see Jesus in the manger, for it was in Bethlehem that our
hope was born! The joy of Christmas joy embraces us and brings us peace during the chaos and drama of life
—even in the midst of occupation, and even when surrounded by rumors of war. This Christmas joy renews
our faith and hope that soon and very soon, all the people of the Holy Land will know liberation, dignity, and
peace based on justice. May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus this Christmas.
Merry Christmas! Kul sane wa intou salmeen! Frohe Weihnachten!

SERVE
Please consider joining one of the many
committees or groups at Concordia. Your talents
and interests are welcomed and appreciated.
Altar Guild: The Altar Guild will meet at 12
pm, January 3.
Bridges to Christ: Will meet on January 7, 6:45 pm
in the Church Library.
Building & Grounds: There are no meetings
currently scheduled for the Building & Grounds
Committee.
Caring Ministry: We are seeking more people to
help us. We send cards for special anniversaries,
birthdays, illnesses, and deaths. We are also in
need of more prayer shawls. If you are interested
in helping with this important ministry, please
give Norma a call at 724-4880.
Endowment Committee: Will meet on Thursday,
January 10 at 6 pm.
Library: The Library Committee will be meeting
as the need arises.
Quilters: The Quilters will meet at the home of
Pat Tessier for their Christmas party on December
13.

Worship Assistants: If you are a current worship
assistant or are interested in becoming a worship
assistant you are now able to sign up online.
Contact the office by phone (218-728-4229) or
email if you are interested in signing up online or
you’re having trouble signing up online. There are
also sign-up sheets available in the narthex.

On Being a
“Matthew 25 Congregation”
“. . . for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me. . . . Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these . . . you
did it to me.” (Matthew 25:34-36, 40)
Union Gospel Mission
We serve dinner on the first and third Mondays
from 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Monday, January 7
Monday, January 21
Volunteers are always welcome to help carry this
ministry forward. Please contact the church office
for more information.
A great big thank you to Concordia for once
again sponsoring the Stowe Elementary School
Christmas Giving Tree! The staff at Stowe is so
grateful for our continued generosity to 138 of
their lowest income families. You help spread the
Christmas spirit by donating 60 Christmas gifts,
$50 in Super One Gift Cards, and extra supplies of
pencils, drawing pads, construction paper,
coloring books, markers, crayons, pencil
sharpeners, socks, hats, mittens, gloves, scarves,
neck warmers, slippers, and blankets. Happy
Holidays!!!

Social Justice
Creation Care
Sunday evening, December 16, I was watching Sixty Minutes and one of the segments focused on plastic pollution in
the ocean. What they documented was actually quite horrifying. While you have probably heard about the island of
floating garbage in the Pacific, you may not be aware that plastic pollution reaches even the most remote areas of
the planet. One part of the segment focused on the Layson Albatross that inhabit the islands that make up the
Midway Atoll. Even though these islands are closed to the public, plastic pollution is a problem. Tons of plastic
washes up on the beaches every year. Workers on the island attempt to keep the beaches clean, but in spite of their
best efforts, the birds ingest plastic. To support this claim they showed pictures of decomposing birds whose
stomachs were filled with plastics that do not decompose. Not only birds but marine life ingest plastic. This means
that when we eat the fish or drink the water we are most likely ingesting plastic also. It may be years before we know
how this plastic may affect us. What we do know is that according to ecologycenter.org (quoting the EPA), 12% of all
solid waste is made up of plastic. Of the plastic that is manufactured only 8% is ever recycled and those recycled
products will also eventually end up in the landfill as they cannot be further recycled. The bottom line is that all
plastic eventually becomes garbage that may break down but does not decompose.
An additional concern according to ecologycenter.org is that manufacturers are not required to disclose the additives
that they use in creating their plastic products. Consequently, there is no way of knowing how safe these products
are once they are discarded. It may also be helpful to remember that plastics are made from petrochemicals
(petroleum) which are non-renewable products. Without oil there will be no plastic products as they are currently
created. As the global population grows the demand for plastic continues to grow. There is little to no effort to keep
plastics out of the waste stream in third world countries, which is one of the reasons our waters are so polluted with
plastic. Like myself, you probably have thought you were doing your part by recycling plastic. Unfortunately, while
that helps keep plastic out of our waterways it does not solve the problem. What we need to do is to live differently.
We need to look for alternatives to plastic My request of you is to consider as part of your New Year Resolutions to
reduce your use of plastic. I am not asking you to discard the plastic products that you currently own, that only adds
to the waste. but we can restrict future purchases. Check out http://myplasticfreelife.com/plasticfreeguide/. Beth
Terry is the author of this blog and the book, How I Kicked the Plastic Habit and How You Can Too. She provides ten
steps for getting started (You can find an additional 90 in her free guide):
1. Carry reusable shopping bags.
2. Give up bottled water.
3. Shop your local farmers market.
4. Say no to plastic produce bags.
5. Buy from bulk bins as often as possible.
6. Cut out sodas, juices, and all other plastic-bottled beverages.
7. Buy fresh bread that comes in either paper bags or no bags.
8. Return containers for berries, cherry tomatoes, etc. to the farmer's market to be reused.
9. Bring your own container for meat and prepared foods.
10. Choose milk in returnable glass bottles.
Best wishes for a Happy, Healthy, and Plastic Free New Year!
Kristin M. Peterson

Social Justice
Community Social Justice Events, January, 2019
Sunday, January 6, 2019, 1-3 pm
Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth MN
1111 N 11th Ave E, Duluth, Minnesota 55805
Are you prepared to talk to your legislators about gun violence? The 2019 legislative session
starts January 8. Are you ready to speak up in support of sensible gun laws?
Learn to lead the conversation about gun violence and the need for gun reform by attending
this workshop, facilitated by Protect Minnesota’s Executive Director Nancy Nord Bence. In the
past two years she has presented this information to 1025 people across Minnesota, and every
one has reported how much more informed and confident they feel addressing the subject
afterwards.
At this interactive event you’ll:
-- Learn how to speak about gun violence as a public health issue–in a way that won’t alienate
hunters and responsible gun owners.
-- Learn about legislation that has been PROVEN to decrease gun deaths in other states and
could do the same in Minnesota.
-- Develop your personal 1-minute message to lead the conversation about the need for these
important gun bills.
-- Learn the difference between dialogue and debate and important dialogue skills.
-- Learn what messages don’t work–and why.
-- Become informed about opportunities to engage in citizen lobbying at the Capitol.
Many thanks to Peace United Church of Christ for hosting this workshop and their dedicated
support of gun violence prevention! Other organizations are welcome to co-host.
This event is free and open to all age 10 and older who sincerely support Protect Minnesota’s
goal of passing stronger gun laws.
RSVP by emailing info@protectmn.org.

Social Justice
Community Social Justice Events, January, 2019

Social Justice
Community Social Justice Events, January, 2019

Social Justice
Community Social Justice Events, January, 2019
Monday, January 21, 2019 at 10 -11 am
Washington Community Recreation Center
310 N 1st Ave West, Duluth, Minnesota 55806
March with us in solidarity! One where we are united in the fight against systemic racism and oppression.
We will gather at 10 am at Washington Center (corner of 4th St. and Lake Ave.) Free food and hot beverages will
be served. Get there in time for your free MLK button!
At 10:30 am, we will go over chants and songs for the march.
Then at 10:45am, we will have a few words from our NAACP president.
We will march off promptly at 11 am. The route is from Washington Center through downtown to the DECC
where our MLK Rally will commence.

The NAACP meets on the 3rd Sunday of each
month from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to
attend and membership is encouraged, but not
required.
Memberships are $30/Individual

There are Free Ojibwe language tables at 5 pm
every Monday at AICHO. Everyone is welcome.
Ojibwe Stories is a program of Ojibwe culture, language and ideas, airing every third Monday of the
month, from 6-6:30 p.m. on 103.3 FM KUMD. The show is hosted by Dr. Erik Redix, an assistant professor of
American Indian studies at the University of Minnesota Duluth, and a member of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band
of Lake Superior Ojibwe. Ojibwe Stories is produced by Chris Harwood at KUMD and the UMD Department of
American Indian Studies.

Social Justice
Community Social Justice Events, January, 2019
Join us at our MLK Rally on Monday, January 21, 2019 at 12 PM – 1:30 PM
DECC - Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center
350 Harbor Dr, Duluth, Minnesota 55802
Hosted by Duluth Branch NAACP
Our Keynote Speaker is Me'Lea Connelly, and our emcee will be Tolu Ekisola. Performers will include Dee
VanDassor & Joyce who will sing the Negro National Anthem, ARE Poets, and Major Attraktion Dance
Group. The Drum Major for Peace Awards will be announced and presented and the new NAACP Executive
Officers will be installed. There will be children’s activities, a selfie photo booth, vendors, and free MLK
buttons while supplies last outside the DECC hall before and shortly after the Rally.
Theme: The Current Crisis in Race Relations.
This year's theme comes from an article by Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., submitted for publication in
March 1958. In the full title, “The Current Crisis in Race Relations,” King tells us that the crisis had been
affirmed by the reactions of the country to the Supreme Court’s decision to integrate schools. King goes
on to explain that the crisis not only exists because of White resistance but because Black people saw
themselves as equals; making it impossible to accept the system of segregation. Dr. King also speaks to
the theological reasoning for nonviolence and integration. He believed that nonviolence was simply
Christianity in action –“passive physically” but “aggressive spiritually.” Nonviolence combats the evil
committed by individuals rather than combating the individuals committing evil. King says “ The tension
is at bottom between justice and injustice, between the forces of light and the forces of darkness. And if
there is a victory it will be a victory, not merely for fifty thousand Negroes, but a victory for justice and
the forces of light.”
The Rally will begin promptly at 12 pm.
The rally will be interpreted into American Sign Language and recorded for broadcast.
More details to come! Please help us get the word out and share this invitation with your friends. For
more information on the MLK events please go to duluthnaacp.org/mlk and/or if you have questions
please contact mlk@duluthnaacp.org.
**FB Event Cover Photo designed by Blackbird Revolt.

VLM Annual Meeting
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry’s annual meeting is taking place on February 2 at Zion Lutheran Church,
2901 South Highway 169, Grand Rapids, MN.
Coffee and Cookies will be available starting at 10:30 am with the meeting starting at 11:00 am.
A friendly reminder that each member congregation has a pastoral vote along with one adult lay
delegate and one youth lay delegate. All member congregations with confirmed members in excess of
500 can have one
additional delegate for every 500 members.
Visitors are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Contact the VLM office to RSVP!
Visit www.VLMcamps.org for more information

www.VLMcamps.org • vlm@VLMcamps.org • 800-331-5148 • 218-666-5465
Camp Hiawatha, 36944 Camp Hiawatha Road, Deer River, MN
Camp Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion Camp Road, Cook, MN

The Last Word

Congregational Delegates
and Liaisons

Leadership/ Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jeff Davis
Lay Ministers: Reba Almquist,
Carmen & Dan Norlien
Confirmation Teachers: Pastor Laura Berdahl,
Pastor Jeff Davis, & Pastor Jeff Holter
Nursery: Staff needed
Sanctuary Singers Director: Kristin Peterson
Interim Organist: Kristin Peterson
Cantor: Jennifer Dums
Joyful Voices Pianist: Patti Martenson
Sunday School Teacher: Rachelle Anderson &
Marcia DeMeo-Morse
Office Manager: Carmen Norlien
Custodian: Scott Gomon
Treasurer: Mark Morse
Church Council Members
Sean Bedard-Parker
Carol Bell
Ken Broman
Pat Isaacson
Carmen Norlien, Vice President
Kristin Peterson, President
Committees
Building & Grounds: Pat Isaacson
Finance: Bob Almquist
Library: Norma Wittich
Social Justice: Pastor Jeff Davis
Stewardship: Pastor Jeff
Worship & Music: Bryan Anderson, Lynne
Erickson, Patti Martenson, and Kristin Peterson
Youth & Family: Marcia DeMeo-Morse

CHUM
Carmen Norlien
Conference and Synod Assemblies
Bryan Anderson
Sunny Polling
Gustavus Adolphus College
Kristin Peterson
Lutheran Campus Ministry Duluth Board
Patti Martenson
NE Minnesota Synod Youth Board
Margaret Roeser
Union Gospel Mission
Lois Witchall
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry
Representatives Needed

Ministries
Altar Guild: Reba Almquist
Bridges To Christ: Ann Edwards
Caring Ministry: Norma Wittich
Quilters: Karin Cummings
Contact information:
Email: duluthconcordia@gmail.com
Phone Number: (218)728-4229
Website: www.duluthconcordia.org
Facebook: Concordia Lutheran Church of Duluth
Address: 2501 Woodland Avenue
Duluth, MN 55803

The Messenger is a monthly publication of Concordia
Lutheran Church. Items for the February newsletter are
due by January 21. Please email your items to the
office: duluthconcordia@gmail.com We reserve the
right to edit your items. This newsletter was produced
using Canva. Photo credits: Stock photos, Scott
Gomon, and Dan and Carmen Norlien

