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PEACEMAKER
PARTNERSHIPS
+ SOLUTIONS
PEACEMAKING + ADVOCACY
• Social Policy

o Who is sitting at the table + Advocacy 101

• Organizing the Media

o How are we advocating on these issues, including in the
media

• Leadership Development
o Where are our leaders

• Resources

o Who is funding this work
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SOCIAL POLICY + MAPPING
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
• 2012 Sandy Hook
• 2015-2016 Survey + Reports
• Holistic Advocacy + Organizing

ORGANIZING +
MANAGING THE MEDIA
• Holding media accountable
• “Perfect” victims + advocates
• Changing the narrative both online &
offline
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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
• National + local pipelines
• Intersections with issues: CJR,
Domestic Violence, Mental Health
• Courageous conversations + policy
makers

FUNDING + RESOURCES
•Mapping of resources
•Public funding
•Private funding
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Engaging Impacted
Communities in Urban
Gun Violence Prevention
Nina E. Vinik
September 2017

Mission: The Joyce Foundation invests in solutions to pressing economic
and social challenges that influence quality of our lives, the vitality of our
communities, and the fairness of our society. We focus on the Great Lakes
region and have national impact.
Program Areas: Education, Employment, Environment, Democracy, Gun
Violence Prevention, Arts & Culture
Approach: We move ideas to action, supporting the development, testing
and advancement of new policies. We encourage innovation in the public
systems that determine if policies work as intended. We serve as a
resource to policy makers, providing insights gleaned from research,
collaboration and the expertise of our people.
History and size: Founded in 1948 and based in Chicago, Joyce has assets
of $1 billion and distributes approximately $50 million annually.
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Gun Deaths & Injuries In America
Over 100,000 Americans are injured or
killed by firearms every year:

U.S. Firearm Deaths

• 33,000+ gun deaths
• 1/3 homicides
• 2/3 suicides and accidents
• Mass shootings account for
less than 1% of gun deaths
• 84,000+ non-fatal gun injuries

Homicides
Suicides
Accidents

Source: National Center for Injury Prevention
and Control, CDC
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Gun homicides disproportionately impact
African American teens and young men
Firearm Death Rates, 15-24 (2015)

In the United States
African Americans are
disproportionately
affected by firearm
violence and for young
African American men
firearm homicides are a
leading cause of death.
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Gun Violence, Race and
Geography

Newsweek, 2013
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The U.S. is an outlier: gun violence
and the criminal justice system

PRI, 2016
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Vox, 2016

Interconnection Between Gun Violence
and Criminal Justice System
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Project Goals
• To seek opportunities to increase engagement by
communities most impacted by gun violence
• To explore solutions at the intersection of gun
violence, policing and mass incarceration in
communities of color.
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Project Partners

Project Methodology
• June 2015 DC convenings at GWU and WH with leaders
of color
• Formed steering committee
• Selected 3 sites, held convenings in fall 2015
• Richmond, VA
• Milwaukee, WI
• Stockton, CA

• Attendees included law enforcement, faith leaders,
youth, elected officials, outreach workers, advocates
• Report synthesizing input gathered from convenings with
external research and data
• March 2016 national poll to test findings,
recommendations, messages with African American
and Latino voters
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Convenings: Findings and
Recommendations
Finding 1: Guns are too easily accessible to high-risk
people.
Recommendations:
• Adopt evidence-based policies to reduce firearm
diversion to illegal users (universal background checks,
reporting stolen guns, permit to purchase laws, stronger
dealer oversight)
• Expand gun prohibitions to people with misdemeanor
histories of violence
• Community education programs to deter straw
purchasing

Convenings: Findings and
Recommendations
Finding 2: Police-community relations play an important
role in public safety.
Recommendations:
• Prioritize policing and prosecuting violent crime and
illegal gun trafficking
• Train officers in procedural justice and implicit bias
• Improve hiring practices to assess bias and ensure
diversity
• Create accountability through civilian review, community
satisfaction surveys, data accessibility, body cameras
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Convenings: Findings and
Recommendations
Finding 3: Lack of resources in struggling
communities must be acknowledged
Recommendations:
• Increase support for community-based gun violence
reduction initiatives
• Enhance wraparound social supports for people at
high risk of violence and those who are justice
system involved

Convenings – Findings and
Recommendations
Finding 4: Improving community engagement is a
stand-alone priority and – maybe – a low hanging fruit
Recommendations:
• Support cross-sector strategic planning with
meaningful community participation
• Integrate and share data to guide and inform
planning and ongoing collaboration
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Polling – Selected Findings

March 2016

Methodology
Phase 1: Focus Groups in January 2016
■ 4 focus groups – 2 African American groups and 2 Hispanic groups
■ Conducted in Atlanta, GA and Milwaukee, WI
Phase 2: Quantitative Research in February 2016
■ 1200 telephone interviews with likely 2016 voters nationwide from February 22
to 28, 2016.
■ 600 African Americans and 600 Hispanics, including an oversample of 18-29
year olds.
■ The margin of error for each group (African Americans and Hispanics) is +/3.94% at the 95% confidence level. It is higher among subgroups.

26
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Goals of the Research

1. Understand views of gun violence within African American
and Hispanic communities
2. Explore reactions to ideas regarding possible solutions for
curbing gun violence
3. Learn about how African Americans and Hispanics view
the intersection between gun violence, policing and mass
incarceration in order to explore whether this could be a
good messaging opportunity for promoting gun violence
prevention policies.
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Many People of Color Are Personally Touched by Incarceration,
Negative Experiences with the Police, or Gun Violence
Know Someone Sent to
Prison/Jail

Had Negative Experience with Police:
% Self or Someone Close
African Americans

Affected by Gun Violence:
% Self or Someone Close

Hispanics

75
66
55
40

46
30

28
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Police Viewed as Making Things Better in the Community;
By 3-to-1, Agree Racial Discrimination Is Limited
Do the Police In Your Community Make Things…
More Safe

Less Safe

No Impact

80

Statement You Agree With More
Most police officers in America do the right thing, but there are
a few bad apples who discriminate on the basis of race
Most police officers in America discriminate on the basis of race

62

African Americans
74

Most strongly felt among young AA men:
30% say police discriminate

23
8
African Americans

23

12

Hispanics

4

83

Hispanics

15
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While Most Police Do the Right Thing, Biases Lead Many Police To Use Guns,
Causing Concerns abt Interactions w/ Young Men
Attitude Statements: % Strongly Agree
African Americans

Hispanics

62

I frequently worry about interactions b/w police and
young men of color.

31

Many officers have inherent racial biases against
people of color, makes them more likely to use gun.

Police are worried about getting shot, makes them
more likely to use gun.

47% total agree
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As long as you're following the law, you won't have
any problems w/ police.

52
46
21
26
34

73% total agree
• AA’s believe that even though most
police officers do the right thing, the
biases that many have lead them to
use their guns
• Hispanics more inclined to believe
police fears of getting shot, not racial
biases, cause them to use their guns

30
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Connection Is Clear: Reducing Gun Violence Can Also Affect Incarceration Rates and
Improve Relations with Police
Attitude Statement: % Agree
African Americans

Hispanics

Because committing a crime with a gun
often means serving time in prison, if we
keep guns out of the wrong hands, we
can also help decrease the number of
people who are in prison.

74
74

Among
18-29 yrs
81%
82%

58%
58%

61

Fewer guns on the streets would
improve the relationship between the
police and the communities they serve.

59
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For AA’s, Bkgrnd Checks, Community-Based Solutions Are Top
Proposals; For Hispanics, Bkgrnd Checks, School Programs
Gun Policy Proposals: % Strongly Support
Among African Americans

Universal background checks
Re-entry support: Job training,
life skills, mental health, drug
abuse counseling after prison

Traditional GVP laws

Community-based

Reduce GV by investing in job
training, mental health, progs
for young people
Notification for lost/stolen guns
Police accountability: Civilian
review boards, body cameras,
chiefs fire officers w/ racial bias

Police-related

87

Gun Policy Proposals: % Strongly Support
Among Hispanics

90

Universal background checks

83

Reduce GV by investing in job
training, mental health, progs
for young people

78

82

Programs in schools to educate
kids about GV, consequences
of illegal gun possession

76

80

Police accountability: Civilian
review boards, body cameras,
chiefs fire officers w/ racial bias

74

80

Evaluate racial bias among
police before hiring, add'l
training to avoid racial bias

74

32

16

9/16/2017

Questions?
Nina Vinik
nvinik@joycefdn.org
(312) 782-2464
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V.I.P System
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Building Trust Through Training
& Conversation

Attendees:
DOE, DOC, NYPD, School Safety,
MOCJ, DOHMH, and others
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With better access to
information, communities

How Citizen can help
Citizen is a New York-based company with a goal to
radically improve public safety through
technology-enabled transparency.

can stay

safe and work
together to deter crime.

➔ Real-time incident alerts

Citizen provides a real-time feed of incidents
based on public scanner data.

➔ Activated communities

We encourage users to safely record incidents
but never interfere or approach a crime scene.

➔ Deterrence through awareness

We believe that community awareness will
help deter would-be criminals.
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