Gun Violence 101:
The Public Health Approach
to Gun Violence Prevention
A presentation by the Rev. Nancy Nord Bence
Executive Director, Protect Minnesota

These beautiful children and their teachers have
one thing in common:

They all had
their lives

stolen
by

gun
violence.

Most people believe the issue of gun
violence is all about the Second Amendment.

But the Second Amendment
is a red herring.
In Heller v. D.C., Justice Antonin Scalia wrote:
“Like most rights, the right secured by the Second
Amendment is not unlimited…”
We have the right to regulate WHO can have a gun,
WHERE guns can be carried, and WHICH guns can
be sold.

Protect Minnesota is the ONLY independent,
state-based gun violence prevention (GVP)
organization in Minnesota.
. We have been working to prevent gun violence for

25 years. We’ll still be here 25 years from now
We are NOT anti-gun ownership.
We are anti-gun violence.
Our goal is to make gun ownership SAFER.

WE ARE
GRASSROOTS
THRU AND THRU

Our focus has always been on gun violence
as a PUBLIC HEALTH issue.

Characteristics of the
Public Health Model…
1. Concerned with health of the population

2. Is data driven and evidence-based
3. Takes into account ALL determinants of health.
4. Emphasizes prevention

5. Is collaborative and multi-disciplinary
6. Is values-based but pragmatic

Public Health Model:
1) changes the focus from

individual
rights

to the

safety of the
community

This means looking at trends in gun ownership
and gun violence in aggregate.

Public Health Model:
2) is data-driven and evidence-based
22% of Americans now own at least one gun. (55 million)
3% own over 50% of all gun stock in the US.
265 - 300 million guns in total.

Gun owners are most likely:
• male (over 85%)
• do not have a college degree (60%)
• over age 45 (49%)
• veterans (44%)
• grew up with guns (35%)
• rural (33%)
• white (25%)
• earn $100,000 or more (25%)
Source: Harvard Injury Control Research Center, Northeastern University. As reported by
The Trace, September 30, 2016. “This is what the modern gun owner looks like.”

Fear is driving gun ownership…

This has led
to a surge in
handgun
ownership:
80% of gun
owners now
own at least
one handgun.

Source: Harvard Injury Control Research Center, Northeastern University. As reported by The Trace, September 30, 2016
“Fear of people is not the primary motivation for American gun ownership.”

Ironically…
A gun in your home is 22 times
more likely to injure or kill a family member
than to be used in self-defense.
Anyone living in a home with a gun is
more likely to commit suicide.

3 times

Women living in a home with a gun are
more likely to be murdered by
a domestic partner.
Source: Kellermann, A. L., “Injuries and Deaths due to Firearms in the Home,” Journal of Trauma, 45:2 (1998):263-67
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9715182
Source: The Accessibility of Firearms and Risk for Suicide and Homicide Victimization Among Household Members: A
Systematic Review and Meta-analysis. Andrew Anglemyer, PhD, MPH; Tara Horvath, MA; and George Rutherford,
MD. Annals of Internal Medicine. Vol. 160, No.2, Jan. 21, 2014.
Source: J.C. Campbell, S.W. Webster, J.Koziol-McLain, et al., Risk factors for femicide within physically abuse intimate
relationships: results from a multi-state case control study, 93 Amer. J. of Public Health 1089-97 (2003).

5 times

Every day in America…
300 people are shot.
90 people die.
31 murdered.
56 suicide.

48 children and teens shot.
7 children and teens die.
4 murdered.
2 suicide.
2 unintentional.

Every year in America…
117,000 Americans are shot.
More than 32,000 of them die by gun fire.
More than 11,000 of them murdered with a gun.

One person dies by gun
fire every 17 minutes.
Source: The Brady Center averaged the most recent five years of
complete data from death certificates (2010-2014) and estimates of
emergency room admissions (2009-2013) available via CDC’s National
Center for Injury Prevention and Control’s Web-based Injury Statistics
Query and Reporting System, www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars/ . Data
retrieved 12.18.15. Numbers may not sum to 100% because of rounding
of CDC averages.

Between 2001 – 2013, guns killed more people in
the US than AIDS, illegal drug overdoses, wars
and terrorism combined.

Gun deaths in U.S. set to exceed auto fatalities
The number of people killed by firearms is projected to exceed
traffic fatalities for the first time by 2015

A mass shooting takes place every DAY in the US,
but mass shootings account for less than 2%
of gun deaths and injuries.
Mass shootings are
defined as a
shooting incident
that leaves four or
more people dead
or injured.
Source: The New York Times, “How Often Do
Mass Shootings Occur?”, by Sharon
Lafraniere, Sarah Cohen and Richard Oppel, Jr.
December 2, 2015.
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/03/us/ho
w-often-do-mass-shootings-occur-onaverage-every-day-records-show.html

Source: Mass Shooting Tracker via Huffington Post. Infographic by The Trace.

Children are 16 times more likely to be killed
in unintentional shootings in America than in other
high-income countries.
Source: Children’s Defense Fund, “Protect Children Not Guns
2013” (2013), p. 33, available at
http://www.childrensdefense.org/library/protect-children-notguns/protect-children-not-guns-2013.pdf. Primary Source on
page 59. World Health Organization. 2012. Inter-country
Comparison of Mortality for Selected Cause of Death – Total
Gun Death, European Detailed Mortality Database (DMDB).
Copenhagen: World Health Regional Office for Europe. Accessed
January 18, 2013. Data for Canada were collected separately
through its statistical databases; CDC. 2010. Fatal Injury
Reports. WISQRAS. Calculations by the Children’s Defense Fund.

of unintentional
shooting deaths
of children occur
in the home – and most of these
deaths occur when children are
playing with a loaded gun in their
parents’ absence.

89%

Source: Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence.

These killings
should not be called

“ACCIDENTAL”

Gun violence costs America

or

$700 per American per year.
Direct costs = $6.8 billion
(police response, emergency services, medical care, court proceedings,
imprisonment)

Indirect costs = $221 billion
(lost wages and lost quality of life)
Source: Mother Jones, “What does gun violence really cost?” by Mark Follman, Julia Lurie, Jaeah Lee, and James West, based on
research by Ted Miller at the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation.
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/04/true-cost-of-gun-violence-in-america

Guns and gun violence in Minnesota

Almost 45% of all households in
Minnesota own at least one gun.

One person is killed by a gun and one
person is injured by a gun every day.
Over 900 Minnesotans are shot per
year; over 425 die.
Sources: 44.7 percent of Minnesota households own a gun. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2015). National Centers for Injury Prevention and Control, Webbased Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS). Retrieved from http://www.cdc. gov/injury/wisqars/index.html.
Okoro, C. A., Nelson, D. E., Mercy, J. A., Balluz, L. S., Crosby, A. E., & Mokdad, A. H. (2002). Prevalence of household firearms and firearm-storage practices in the 50
states and the District of Columbia: Findings from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2002. Pediatrics, 116(3), e370–e376.
Sources: Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota Center for Health Statistics (2011)
http://www.health.state.mn.us/healthymnpartnership/sha/docs/120healthofminnesotasupp.pdf.
Page 20. No. of gun deaths in 2013: Stats of the State of Minnesota. Leading cause of death data, including firearm,
homicide, and drug poisoning mortality data, and infant mortality data come from National Vital Statistics Reports,
Vol. 64, No. 2. http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/states/MN_2015.pdf.

The annual cost of gun violence in Minnesota

Twice the cost of a

Vikings Stadium every year!

Direct costs = $764 million
(health care, law enforcement, employer costs, lost wages)

Indirect costs = $1.4 billion
(pain and suffering, ongoing therapy, lost business, lowered property
values, reduced tax base)
Source: The Economic Cost of Gun Violence in Minnesota: A Business Case for Action, by the Minnesota
Coalition for Common Sense, December 1, 2017, AmericansforResponsibleSolutions.org/MN

MDH: Minnesota firearm mortality by county
Includes all types, 2004-2013
The highest rates of gun violence
are found in rural counties.

MDH: Minnesota firearm deaths by type
2011-2014 by intent, data from the CDC
Suicide – 1,279 (81%)
Homicide – 255 (16%)
Legal intervention/war – 18
(1%)
Unintentional – 16 (1%)
Undetermined – 14 (1%)

In 2015, suicides accounted for 82% of all gun deaths in Minnesota.
Guns are used in 45% of suicides in Minnesota.

Gun suicides have increased over 35% since 1999.
Gun homicides have increased 9% in the same time.

MDH: Minnesota suicides by race
2014, from CDC data

91% of those who commit suicide in Minnesota are white.
Only 4% are black.

Firearm suicide rates by age group and sex
5 year – age adjusted

Source: Brady Campaign, “The Truth About Suicide & Guns.
https://www.bradycampaign.org/sites/default/files/TruthAboutSuicideGuns.pdf

More guns = more suicide
Anyone living in a
home with a gun is

3 times
more likely to commit
suicide than those who
do not have a gun
in their home.
Source: The Accessibility of Firearms and Risk for Suicide and Homicide Victimization
Among Household Members: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis. Andrew Anglemyer,
PhD, MPH; Tara Horvath, MA; and George Rutherford, MD. Annals of Internal Medicine.
Vol. 160, No.2, Jan. 21, 2014.

Most gun suicides occur in the first month after gun
purchase, because suicide is an impulsive act.

Every minute we can delay the
act, the likelihood of saving
a life increases.

Source: Brady Campaign, “The Truth About Suicide & Guns”
Source: N. Engl J Med 1999; 341:1583-9.
http://www.bradycampaign.org/the-truth-aboutsuicide-guns

Public Health Model:
3) Takes into account ALL determinants of health,
including the negative effects of systemic racism,
injustice and disparities.

Gun violence
impacts whites
and blacks
differently…
African Americans
account for 55% of
gun homicide victims
but make up just 13%
of the population.
Black men are 10
times more likely to
be shot and killed
than white men.
Source: Brookings Institute report: “Guns and Race: the Different
Worlds of Black and White Americans”. By Richard V.
ReevesHolmes.December 15, 2015.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/social-mobilitymemos/2015/12/15/guns-and-race-the-different-worlds-of-blackand-white-americans/

Poverty and race effect homicide rates
What a shocker!

In 2016, just
two Chicago
neighborhoods —
Burnside and
Fuller Park
— have had
homicide rates
over five times the
city average.
Source: The Trace, “Chicago isn’t
even close to being the gun
violence capitol of the United
States”, by Francesca Mirabile,
October 21, 2016.

Source: The Chicago Reader, ”Concentrated Poverty and Homicide in Chicago”. by Steve
Bogira. July 2012.
http://www.chicagoreader.com/Bleader/archives/2012/07/26/concentrated-povertyand-homicide-in-chicago

And Chicago isn’t even the worst case...

…even though the gun lobby likes to say it is!

Stronger gun laws alone will not stop gun violence
in communities of disparity. We need…

Three-Legged Solutions

Significant and
sustained
investment
in all aspects
of community
life

Strong
anti-trafficking
gun laws

Positive relationships
with law enforcement
and effective
policing

Guns make every bad thing worse:
including RACISM

The myths of “black on black” violence…
According to the FBI’s most recent statistics, 84% of white murder
victims are killed by white people, compared to 90% of black murder
victims who are killed by black people.
Source: FBI. 2014 Crime in the United States report. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-the-u.s.-2014/tables/expanded-homicidedata/expanded_homicide_data_table_6_murder_race_and_sex_of_vicitm_by_race_and_sex_of_offender_2014.xls

…and “black on white” violence
Whites are six times more likely to be murdered by another
white person as by a black person.
Source: FBI. 2014 Crime in the United States report. https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2014/crime-in-theu.s.-2014/tables/expanded-homicidedata/expanded_homicide_data_table_6_murder_race_and_sex_of_vicitm_by_race_and_sex_of_offender_
2014.xls

According to the Washington Post,
African Americans are killed by police at a rate

2½ times
greater than whites.
Source: Wesley Lowery, the Washington Post. “Aren’t more white people than black people killed by police? Yes,
but no.” July 11, 2016.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2016/07/11/arent-more-white-people-than-blackpeople-killed-by-police-yes-but-no/?utm_term=.2f053305c985

On July 6, 2016, Philando Castille, a school cafeteria
supervisor with a legal permit to carry a handgun, was
shot to death in his car by a police officer as his fiancée
and her young daughter sat nearby. Philando was fully
cooperating and had not been engaging in any criminal
activity prior to his shooting.

Public Health Model:
4) Emphasizes prevention of the problem,
not blame, treatment or punishment.
Goal: Make it easier for individuals to do the right/healthy thing
and more difficult for individuals to do the wrong/unhealthy thing.

Rather than focusing on punishing
individuals who cause gun violence,
we should focus on effective
means to prevent gun violence
from happening.

Strong gun laws = fewer deaths
Strong gun laws are clearly associated with lower gun death rates.

Since its inception in 1998, the federal firearm
background check system has blocked

2.4 million
felons and other dangerous people from buying guns.
Source: US Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Background Checks for Firearm Transfers, 2012 - Statistical Tables, by Jennifer C. Karberg, Ronald J.
Frandsen, and Joseph M. Durso (2014): http://1.usa.gov/1TgPRgB. Breakdown by share reflects all checks conducted by the FBI NICS section from 1998 to 2014,
available at https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics/reports/2014-operations-report.

So who’s prohibited from buying a gun?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

convicted felons and those convicted of misdemeanor domestic abuse
those subject to retraining order
drug addicts (but not alcohol abusers) -- these are rarely reported
adjudicated dangerously mentally ill or committed to mental institution
undocumented immigrants and those who have renounced citizenship
dishonorably discharged from military
In Minnesota, under age 16 (long gun); under age 18 (hand gun)

But there are loopholes
in the federal law…
Only applies to federally licensed gun dealers.
Private sellers do not need to perform background checks
at gun shows or online. It is not illegal for them to sell guns
to prohibited purchasers, although it is illegal for prohibited
purchasers to buy them.

40%

An estimated
of all guns are purchased through
theses loopholes, without a background check.

Source: The Trace, »Just How Many People Get Guns Without a Background Check? », October 3, 2016,
based an on-going research study by Harvard University.

In the 18 states and Washington DC that have
closed the background checks loopholes there are:

•46% fewer women shot to death by intimate partners,
•48% fewer law enforcement shot to death with handguns,
•48% fewer people killed by firearms suicides,
•48% less gun trafficking, and

•52% fewer mass shootings.

Source: Everytown for Gun Safety
http://everytownresearch.org/gun-violence-andbackground-checks-in-minnesota/

Passing the Latz/Schoen comprehensive
background check bill is Protect Minnesota’s
#1 legislative goal for 2017.

Other legislation that has been shown to
prevent gun violence:
Gun Violence Protection Order – (GVPO)
“Red Flag” laws
Would allow family members and police to petition the court
to have guns temporarily removed from those demonstrating
signs of serious and dangerous mental illness.
The Latz/Schoen GVPO bill is Protect Minnesota’s #2 legislative priority.

As well as:

Mandatory reporting of lost and stolen guns
Stronger punishment for straw buyers
Stronger anti-gun trafficking laws
High-capacity magazine bans
Federal assault weapons ban
Source: Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence website

Public Health Model:
5) Is a collaborative, multi-disciplinary approach to
solving the problem, typically including:
•
•
•
•
•

legislation
litigation
technological advances
incentives and disincentives
public education campaigns (hearts and minds)
We need to change the culture
to help people understand that

GUNS DON’T MAKE US SAFER!

Protect Minnesota’s new focus:
Coalition building through our caucuses
Health Care Coalition for Gun Safety
Public health and health care professionals working together.

Interfaith Alliance for Gun Safety
Join as an individual. Encourage your faith community to join too!

Minnesotans OUT for Gun Safety
The LGBT community and its allies working against HATE crimes.

Teachers United for Gun Reform
Because teachers are responsible for protecting our children.

Responsible Gun Owners of Minnesota
Hunters, sports shooters, law enforcement officers,
veterans and other gun owners who support
sensible gun laws.

Public Health Model:
6) Is values-based but pragmatic in execution.
Individual and societal values are at the heart
of the gun violence debate.

This is where the FAITH COMMUNITY
can really engage and lead on this issue!

Words Matter
Instead of “gun control” – “gun violence prevention”
Instead of “the NRA” – “the gun lobby”
Talk about your feelings about gun violence –
you don’t need to be a survivor to have a strong
emotional response to something that kills 32,000
people a year.

The challenges of pragmatism
“Background checks aren’t going to stop all gun violence.”
No single solution exists that will prevent all gun violence.
That doesn’t mean its not worth preventing what we can.
Every single life matters.

We must be willing to compromise -An unattainable IDEAL will not save lives.
The perfect must not defeat the possible.

Slow progress is still progress.
It took 35 years of sustained work to cut auto deaths in half.

We must keep our eyes on the prize….

All the lives that can be saved!

Questions? Thoughts? Concerns?
Want this data?
Go to www.protectmn.org/resources
and click on Gun Violence 101

Want to contact me?
Rev. Nancy Nord Bence
ed@protectmn.org
@protectmn

